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Abstract

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty,
protect the planet and ensure peace and prosperity for all The 17 SDGs and their 169 targets are designed to be achieved by 2030,
with a focus on leaving no one behind. However, the implementation of the SDGs in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) has been
slow and challenging. This article provides a critical analysis of the SDGs and their implementation in LDCs, highlighting the
challenges, opportunities and recommendations for improvement. The argument of this study is that while the SDG’s provide a
framework for sustainable development, their implementation in LDCs requires a more nuanced and context-specific approach that
takes into account the unique challenges and opportunities facing these countries. This article draws on a range of sources, including
academic literature, policy reports and data from international organizations.
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Introduction These countries face significant challenges in

: : achieving the SDGs due to their limited
There are currently 44 economies designated g

. . resources and limited infrastructures as well
as Least Developed Countries by the United

. . . - . . as  their economic  vulnerabilities.
Nations including countries in Africa, Asia,

the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific. Despite some significant progress in recent
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years with many countries experiencing rapid
economic growth as well as improvements in
human development outcomes, most of these
LCDs are still struggling to recover from
trade tensions, rising debts, conflicts and
geopolitical strains.

The implementation of the SDGs in Least
Developed Countries has been hampered by
considerable development challenges such as
poverty, inequality and limited access to
basic services like healthcare, education, etc.
and much work still remains to be done in
order to achieve the SDGs in LCDs.

The progress of the SDGs implementation
globally can be ascertained from a look at the

following sectors of the economy:

Economic Growth and Employment:
LCDs experienced a sharp decline in real
GDP growth in 2020 due to the Covid-19
Pandemic, but it recovered to 3.8% in 2021,
4.6% in 2022 and 5.5% in 2024. The global
unemployment rate has rebounded, but
women and youth continue to experience
higher unemployment rates. The NEET (Not
in Education, Employment or Training) rate
for young people remain high at 21.7% in
2023. (ILO Report, 2022), (UNDP Report,
2022)

Finance and Investment: The annual SDG

investment gap in developing countries is
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estimated to be around $4 trillion. To meet
the SDG investment needs by 2030, an
additional $30 trillion of investment is
required over the next eight years. (World
Bank Report, 2020)

Remittances have been a crucial source of
external finance for developing countries
with a growth rate of 8% in 2022 reaching
$6.47  billion.

accounted for approximately 33% of Gross

Government  revenue
Domestic product (GDP) on average with an
overall tax burden of 25% of GDP among
advanced economies and 18% of GDP
among emerging markets and developing
economies.  (IMF Report, 2020)

Official Development Assistance (ODA):
Development assistance flow reached a new
peak of $223.7 billion in 2023 representing
0.37%  of

Committee (DAC) members’ combined

Development  Assistance
gross national income. (OECD Report 2020,
2022)

Global Foreign Direct Investment (FDI):
FDI flows showed a strong rebound in 2023,
$1.37trillion.

reaching an  estimated

(UNTAD, 2023)

Technology and Infrastructure: Fixed
broadband subscriptions continue to grow,
reaching 10 subscriptions per 100 inhabitants

in 2023 globally. However, low income
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countries still lack infrastructure and
affordable prices. Approximately 67% of the
world’s population or 5.4 billion people were
online in 2023, representing a growth of 4.7%
since 2022. (UN Report, 2022).

Data Monitoring and Accountability: The
number of countries with national statistics
legislation compliant with the fundamental
principles of official statistics increased to
159 in 2023.
funding for data and statistics decreased to
$542 million in 2022, a decline of 16% since
2015. (UN Report, 2022). Overall, while
LDCs have made some progress towards

Moreover, International

achieving the SDGs, considerable challenges
remain. It is essential to address these
challenges and provide targeted support to
help the LDCs achieve the SDGs by 2030.

The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

GOAL 1:

all its forms everywhere

No Poverty- End poverty in

GOAL 2: Zero Hunger -End hunger,
achieve food security and
improved  nutrition  and
promote sustainable

agriculture.

GOAL 3: Good Health and Well Being

- Ensure healthy lives and
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promote wellbeing for all at
all ages.

GOAL 4: Quality Education - Ensure

inclusive  and  equitable
quality education and
promote lifelong learning

opportunities for all.

GOAL 5: Gender Equality- Achieve
gender equality and empower all women and

girls.

GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation -
Ensure  availability and
sustainable management of

water and sanitation for all.

GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy-
Ensure access to affordable,
reliable  sustainable and

modern energy for all

GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic
Growth -Promote sustained,
inclusive and sustainable
economic  growth, full and
productive employment and

decent work for all.

GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure - Build resilient
infrastructure, promote

inclusive and sustainable
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industrialization and foster

innovation

GOAL 10:

inequality within and among countries.

Reduced Inequalities- Reduce

GOAL 11: Sustainable  Cities  and
Communities - Make cities
and  human  settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and

sustainable.

GOAL 12: Responsible ~ Consumption
and  Production-  Ensure
sustainable consumption and

production patterns

GOAL 13: Climate Action- Take urgent
action to combat climate change and its

impacts.

GOAL 14:  Life below Water - Conserve
and sustainability use the
oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable

development.

GOAL 15: Life on Land - Protect, restore
and promote sustainable use
of terrestrial  ecosystems,
sustainably manage forest,
combat desertification and
halt and reverse land
degradation and halt

biodiversity loss.
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GOAL 16: Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions- Promote peaceful
and inclusive societies for
sustainable development

provide access to justice for

all and build effective,
accountable and inclusive

institutions for all.

GOAL 17:  Partnerships for the Goals -
Strengthen the means of
implementation and revitalize
the Global Partnership for

Sustainable Development.

Challenges in Implementing  the
Sustainable Development Goals in Least

Development Countries

Least Developed Countries face significant
challenges in implementing the SDGs due to
a combination of structural, economic, social
and environmental factors. Some of the key

challenges include:
Limited Financial Resources

LDCs lack the financial resources to invest in
the SDGs with many relying on foreign aid to

support their development efforts.

» Lack of Funding: LDCs often face
considerable constraints that hinder
their ability to fund SDG projects

mostly due to their heavy reliance on
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external aid, loans and remittances
which may not always be steady or

adequate.

* Debt Burden: Many LDCs are
burdened with high levels of debt,
which causes a limitation of their
fiscal space for investments on

sustainable development initiatives.

» Debt Sustainability: External debt
stock levels of LDCs remain high and
interest costs are expected to increase
thereby crowding out spending on

other priorities.
Weak Institutional Capacity

Most LDCs struggle with weakness in
governmental institutions, civil societies as
well as in the private sector which has
hindered the effective implementation of
SDGs.

» Governance and Institutions: There
is a marked incidence of limited
technical expertise, poor
administrative capacity as well as
weak governance structures in LDCs
that has resulted in their inability to
implement and monitor SDG
initiatives.

« Corruption: This is a major barrier

to effective governance. Corruption
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diverts  resources meant  for
development and undermines trust in

public institutions.

Lack of Innovation and Technology

Limited Access to Technology:
LDCs often lack access to advanced
technologies that could drive
innovation, improve productivity and
help address challenges related to
climate change, agriculture and
healthcare.

Digital Divide: This is a significant
challenge as access to the internet and
digital tools is limited in LDCs which
further deepens inequalities in
education, job opportunities as well

as access to services.

Conflict and Political Instability

Political Instability: LDCs are
prone to political instability including
armed conflict, civil unrest and
authoritarian governance. All of
which disrupt development efforts,
displace populations and drain

resources..

Fragility: Conflict, fragility and
insecurity significantly impede SDG
implementation, usually redirecting

resources from development

a Publication of the Faculty of Humanities, Imo State University, Owerri, Nigeria. 31



A Critical Analysis of the Sustainable Development Goals (SPGS)

ond their Iimplementation in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) Tjeoma TLgbudu-Kekeocha
priorities to emergency response and nature of Aid flows which
recovery. consequently may  disrupt the

- o continuity of SDG projects.
Lack of Data, Statistics and Monitoring y pro)

Systems Vulnerability to Climate Change and

. . Environmental Degradation
+ Data Gaps: Reliable, timely and 9

disaggregated data are crucial for Most Least Developed Countries are highly
monitoring  progress on SDGs. vulnerable to climate change, which has also
However, many LDCs face impacted and undermined their progress
difficulties in  collecting and towards the SDGs. (IFAD Report, 2022)

analyzing  data  due to limited . Climate  Vulnerability:  The

technological capacity, financial ) . )
g pactty frontlines of climate change issues are

constraints and weak institutions. ) )
often dominated by LDCs, with many

* Monitoring and Evaluation: The vulnerable to extreme weather
lack of effective monitoring systems conditions, sea level rise and
in LDCs has posed significant desertification. These environmental
difficulties in program assessments, stresses can reverse development and
identification of challenges as well as make it harder to meet SDG targets.

in policies and strategies adjustments. . Loss of Biodiversity: LDCs often

Dependence on External Aid lack the capacity to -effectively

. Aid Dependency: The dependency manage and protect their rich natural

of LDCs on foreign aid and resources and biodiversity, frequently

. . leading to degradation.
international ~ support to  fund

development projects often creates a

dependency that undermines local .
P y Poverty and Inequality

ownership and long term

sustainability of SDG initiatives. * High Levels of Poverty: A large

proportion of the population in LDCs

« Aid Volatility: Shifts in Donors’ . .
live in poverty, which creates a

agendas as well as in international .
vicious cycle where key components

priorities lead to the unpredictable
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of the SDGs such as Education,
Healthcare and Housing, become
unaffordable to the people.

Inequality: There is pervasive
gender, ethnic and  regional
inequalities in LDCs, with certain
groups having limited access to
resources and opportunities making
the achievement of inclusive growth

and social development difficult.

Education and Health Care Systems

Limited Access to Education:
LDCs face significant gaps in
educational attainment, especially for
girls, women and marginalized
communities which leads to a
limitation in human capital
development -an essential ingredient
for economic growth and

sustainability.

Weak HealthCare
Progress on SDGs related to health

Systems:

and well-being is hampered by
shortage of medical professionals
caused by brain drain syndrome,
inadequate healthcare infrastructure
and poor access to essential

medicines in LDCs.

Global Market Challenges
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Trade Barriers: The ability of LDCs
to generate income and invest in
sustainable development is limited by
their difficulty in accessing global
markets due to trade barriers, tariffs
and a lack of competitive industries.

Global Economic Shocks: Global
recessions, commodity price
fluctuations as well as other economic
shocks can have a disproportionate
impact on LDCs through derailing
progress on SDGs related to
economic growth and poverty

reduction.

Trade and Investment Barriers

Market Access: LDCs are often
hindered from participation in global
supply chains as well as from benefits
accruing from international economic
growth due to tariff and non tariff

barriers to trade.

Private  Sector Involvement:
Attracting Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) and fostering a competitive
domestic private sector can be
challenging in LCDs as a result of
issues like political insatiability, weak
infrastructure and regulatory

uncertainty.
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Cultural and Social Norms

» Cultural Resistance: Most LDCs
are fraught with contexts were
cultural norms, religious beliefs or
social practices can hinder progress,
particularly on issues like gender
equality, reproductive rights and the
acceptance of new technologies.

» Gender Inequality: Many women
and girls in LDCs face significant
barriers to education, healthcare and
economic opportunities which in turn
limits their ability to contribute to and
benefit from sustainable

development.
Inadequate Infrastructure

» Poor Infrastructure: LDCs often
lack roads, electricity, sanitation,
internet  connection and  other
infrastructure that supports

sustainable  development.  This

directly affects development efforts
to improve education, healthcare and

economic growth.

» Access to Clean Energy: Progress
on SDGs related to climate action,
innovation and industry is prevented

by the lack of access to reliable and
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affordable energy that is experienced
by most LDCs.

Opportunities for Implementing the
Sustainable Development Goals in Least
Developed Countries

Despite the challenges, there are numerous
opportunities that can help LDCs unlock
pathways to sustainable development via the

utilization of a multi- pronged approach.

Forge International Cooperation and
Stronger Partnerships

*  Global
Development: The SDG framework

Partnerships for

emphasizes the need for global
partnerships. LDCs can benefit from
international  cooperation through
initiatives like International Financial
Aid, South-South Cooperation and
Technical Support from developed
countries as well as global
organizations. These partnerships are
geared towards the strengthening of
SDG 17.

+ Climate Financing: The Green
Climate Fund and the Adaptation
Fund are some of the specialized
climate financing mechanisms that
LDCs can leverage to finance

climate-resilient infrastructure and
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adaptation projects, thereby
advancing SDG 13.
Youth and Human Capital

Development

Young Population: With the right
investment in education and skills
development, the young population of
LDCs can become a driving force for
innovation, entrepreneurship and
economic growth .Thus contributing

to SDG 4 and SDG 8.

Entrepreneurship: Furthermore, the
young people can be a powerful
engine  for innovation and
entrepreneurship. The fostering of an
entrepreneurial ecosystem can enable
LDCs create new industries, reduce
unemployment and contribute to

SDG 9.

Leverage Technological Innovation and

Leapfrogging

E-Governance: E-governance tools
can improve transparency, increase
government services efficiency and
reduce corruption .Thereby allowing

for a quicker realization of SDG 16.

Digital Transformation: Digital

technologies like mobile phones,

internet connectivity, and digital

Inclusive and
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platforms can be utilized by LDCs to
skip traditional infrastructure
development stages and accelerate
their rate of developmental progress.
Examples of innovations that can
directly contribute to SDG 9 and
SDG 3

Telemedicine and E-learning.

are  Mobile banking,

Gender  Responsive

Development

Empowering Women and Girls:
Gender inequality is a major issue in
LDCs therefore empowering women
in LDCs
opportunities for economic growth
Their

presents  significant

and social development.

productivity and overall well-being

can be boosted by women’s
participation in the workforce,
political leadership and

entrepreneurship.
SDG 5 and SDG 10.

Contributing to

Inclusive Policy-Making:
Marginalized groups like persons
with disabilities, ethnic minorities,
rural populations, etc in LCDs can
benefit from development initiatives,

thus fostering SDG 1 and SDG 10.

Agricultural Transformation
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Sustainable Agriculture: With the
adoption of climate-smart agriculture,
improving agricultural productivity
and promoting sustainable land
management practices, LDCs can
reduce

improve food security,

poverty and sustainable
livelihoods. This contributes to SDG

2, SDG 12 and SDG 13.

ensure

Agri-Tech: Progress on multiple
SDGs can be driven by the use of
technology in Agriculture such as
precision farming, drones, mobile
Apps for farmers, etc. All of which
improves efficiency, reduces waste

and enhances food security.

Green and Blue Economy

Green Economy: LDCs can invest in

green industries like renewable
energy, sustainable tourism and eco-
friendly manufacturing. A green
economy will not only create jobs but
also improve environmental quality

and contribute to SDG 3 and SDG 12.

Blue Economy: With their vast

coastlines and marine resources
which they can harness sustainably
through the blue economy. most
LCDs are favourably positioned to

achieve SDG 14 and SDG 8.

Access to
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International Development

Finance

Private Sector Investment: The
private sector can play a critical role
SDGs,

areas such as

in  implementing  the
particularly in
infrastructural development and job

creation.

With the right policies and incentives,
LCDs can attract foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) particularly in the

agricultural and energy sectors.

Innovative financing mechanisms:
Green bonds and impact investing
are some of the innovative financing
mechanisms that can provide new
sources of funding for the SDGs

implementation in LCDs.

Concessional Finance: LDCs have
access to concessional loans and
grants from multilateral development
banks such as; World Bank and
African Development Bank (AFDB).
This financing option can support
critical infrastructure  projects,
including those related to clean water,
healthcare and education contributing

to SDG 6, SDG 3 and SDG 4.
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Improved

Health  Systems and

Universal Healthcare

Decentralized and Community

Health Innovation: Health
Innovations like mobile vaccination
programs, telemedicine, mHealth,

etc, can be utilized by LDCs to
overcome infrastructure gaps and
deliver essential healthcare services
to remote area and thus contribute to
SDG 3.

Universal Health Coverage: By
strengthening  primary healthcare
systems and expanding access to
essential health services, LDCs can

make progress toward SDG 3.

—Led

Development

Community Empowerment:

Decentralized development
approaches can help LDCs empower
local communities through decision
making and allocating resources
closer to the people. This can increase
participation, enhance ownership and
lead to more sustainable development

outcomes.

Local Solutions for Local

Problems: Community-led

infrastructure projects, health clinics,
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education initiatives, etc are some of
the local solutions that may prove
more effective and responsive to the
needs of
contributing to SDG 11 and SDG 16.

the population while

International Advocacy and Voice

Raising Global Awareness: By
speaking out and advocating for their
specific needs and challenges on
global fora, particularly in the area of
trade, finance and climate change.
LDCs can also contribute to SDG 17
and SDG 13 by building international
alliances and making their voices

heard.

Regional Integration and Trade

Access to New Markets:

Improvements in  their trade
infrastructure and alignment with
global standards can enable LDCs
access larger markets. This will in
LDCs

turn  boost exports and

contribute to their economic

development.

Regional Economic
LDCs can
growth, reduce poverty, and achieve
SDG 8 and SDG 17 through regional

trade

Integration:

stimulate economic

agreements and  regional
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economic communities that promote
intra-regional trade, reduce trade
barriers as well as foster economic

cooperation.

« South-South cooperation: South-
South  Cooperation can provide
opportunities for LCDs to learn from
each other and share best practices in
implementing the SDGs.

Civil Society and Non-Governmental

Organizations

«  Civil society and Non-
Governmental Organizations: Civil
societies and Non-Governmental
Organizations can play a critical role
in promoting the SDGs and holding
LDCs governments accountable for

their implementation.

Recommendation for Improving the
Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals in Least Developed

Countries

In order to improve the implementation of the
SDGs in Least Developed Countries the
following  recommendations may be

considered:

Local SDG Indicators: Creation of tailored
indicators that reflect the specific challenges

and goals of each LDC, will allow for
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targeted interventions that increases the rate
of progress on SDG implementation.

Increased  Financial  Support: The
provision of increased financial support to
LCDs through

mechanisms can enable and maintain SDGs

innovative  financing

implementation.

Strengthen Institutional Capacity: The
institutional capacity of LCDs must be
strengthened, both in governments, civil
societies and the private sector, to support the
implementation of the SDGs.

Enhance Local Governance: Building of
capacity at the local levels to ensure effective
implementation of the SDGs through

decentralized government structures.

Participatory Policy-Making: LCDs are
encouraged to engage their local
communities in decision making processes in
order to ensure that policies reflect the needs

and priorities of local populations.

Promote  Technological Innovation:
Technological innovation including the use
of ICT is a very important method of
supporting the implementation of the SDGs

in Least Developed Countries.

Foster International Cooperation: The
implementation of the SDGs can also be

maintained through the fostering of
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international cooperation and partnerships
between the Least Developed Countries and
Developed Countries.

Improve Access to Quality Education:
LDCs should invest in free and quality
education systems that focus on both formal

and informal learning opportunities.

Promote Digital Literacy Progams:
Programs aimed at increasing digital skills to
prepare the workforce for a rapidly changing
job market is one of the ways LDCs can
enhance the implementation of SDGs.

Support Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs): Provision of training, access to
finance as well as technical assistance to help
SMEs thrive and provide jobs will improve
the ability of LDCs to implement SDGs.

Sustainable Agricultural Practices: The
promotion of agro ecology and sustainable
farming techniques to improve food security
and livelihoods, help to ensure that SDGs are

effectively implemented in LDCs.

Universal Health Coverage: Prioritizing
funding and resource allocation for
healthcare can help LDCs implement the
SDGs.

Community Based Natural Resource
Management: LDCs can empower local

communities to manage and protect their
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natural resources. This will in turn enable the
rapid and sustained implementation of the
SDGs.

Investment in Renewable Energy: LDCs
should develop policies that promote
renewable energy projects so as to enhance
energy access and lower greenhouse gas

emissions.

Incorporation and  Recognition  of
Indigenous Knowledge and Practices:
Integration  of  traditional ecological
knowledge into sustainable development
practices particularly in agriculture and
biodiversity conservation assists LDCs in

ensuring that the SDGs are implemented.

Promotion of Sustainable Eco-Tourism
Initiatives: LDCs can develop eco-tourism
initiatives that benefit local communities
while conserving the environment and
ensuring that revenues are re-invested

locally.

Supporting  Cultural Diversity and
Preservation: Encouraging cultural heritage
projects through investment in projects that
promote the preservation of the cultural
heritage of local communities, will allow
LDCs accomplish SDGs implementation

goals.
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Investment in Sustainable Cities: Urban
planning practices that prioritize green
spaces, affordable housing and sustainable
transportation options are some of the ways
LDCs can achieve greater implementation of
the SDGs.

Establishment of Micro-finance
Initiatives: Through the creation of micro-
finance institutions ~ that  empower
entrepreneurs and small businesses via the
provision of small loans and financial
services, LDCs can achieve greater

implementation of the SDGs.

Social Safety Nets: Establishing
comprehensive social safety net programs in
order to protect their vulnerable populations
from economic shocks as well as to ensure
basic living standards will enable LDCs

achieve greater implementation of the SDGs.

Foster Technological Innovations:
Supporting local start-ups and encouraging
innovation hubs so as to create local solutions
that address SDGs challenges such as health,
education, agriculture etc, will help LDCs in

implementing the SDGs.

Collaborative Research Initiatives:
Promotion of knowledge sharing and
collaborative research across borders to

address transnational issues like climate
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change, trade and health, will ensure that
LDCs implement the SDGs.

Support Civil Society Engagement: LDCs
are encouraged to provide support for civil
societies” engagement and participation in
the implementation of the SDGs through
capacity building and funding.

Encourage Private Sector Engagement:
Public —Private partnerships and impact
investing are ways the private sector can
participate in the implementation of the
SDGs in LDCs.

Promote  South-South  Cooperation:

Knowledge  sharing  between  Least
Developed Countries can support the
implementation  of  the  sustainable

development goals.

Improve Data and Statistics: Improvement
in Data and Statistics to support tracking the
progress of Sustainable Development Goals
implementation in  Least Developed

Countries is key.

Build Capacity For Policy
Implementation: LDCs must build their
capacity for policy implementation through

training and request for technical assistance.

Reduce Dependency on External Aid:
Reduced dependence on external aid by

LDCs can be achieved through promoting
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domestic resource mobilization and private
sector development.
This will in turn enable LDCs make better

progress towards achieving the SDGs.

Empower Women and Marginalized
Groups: LDCs must ensure that their
policies specifically address the needs and
potential of women, youth and other

marginalized groups.

Public Awareness Campaigns: LDCs must
endeavour to conduct community based
initiatives to raise awareness about the SDGs

and their importance for local development.

Youth Engagement Programs: The
involvement of young people in initiatives
that promote entrepreneurship, social
initiatives and environmental stewardship are
some of the ways that LDCs can accomplish
the task of SDG Implementation in their local

communities
Conclusion

The implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals in LDCs is critical to
achieving the goals of ending poverty,
protecting the planet as well as ensuring

peace and prosperity for all.

While there are challenges to implementing
the SDGs in LDCs, there are also significant

opportunities  for  their  advancement
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including; international cooperation,

innovative financing mechanisms,
technological innovation, civil society and
private sector engagement, South-South
Cooperation, etc. Furthermore, by leveraging
their natural resources, youthful populations
as well as their potential for technological
leap frogging, LDCs can achieve significant
progress on  SDG  implementation.
Embracing inclusive, green and innovative
development strategies can facilitate the
progress of these countries towards
implementing multiple SDGs.
To improve the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals in Least
Developed Countries, itis recommended that
financial support be increased, institutional
capacity be strengthened, technological
innovation be promoted, Civil Society and
Private Sector engagement be encouraged
and international cooperation be fostered.
Also, LDCs must reduce their dependence on
external aid while ensuring that they build
capacity for policy implementation. The use
of data and statistics must not be neglected.
International partnerships, financial support
and strategic investments in critical sectors
like health, education, renewable energy and
infrastructure will be crucial in realizing the

full  potential of implementing the
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