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Introduction 

In Nigeria, which is regarded as the most 

populous country in Africa hence nicknamed 

the "Giant of Africa" is a country where 

economic conditions varys widely and 

cultural values are deeply rooted, the way 

biblical teachings are understood can be quite 

different from other contexts. One important 

text that can save as a compass while 

navigating the socio-economic tapestry of 

Nigeria current economic situation is 1 

Timothy 6:10 which warns about the dangers 

of loving me and not making money. This 

article explores how this passage is 

interpreted in Nigeria today. Looking at the 
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Abstract 

This article offers a critical discourse analysis of 1st Timothy 6:10, exploring the "love of money" within the socio-economic context 

of Nigeria. By elucidating and analysing the interpretation, application and implications of this biblical passage, the study reveals 

how religious views on wealth influence economic behaviours and ethical standards in Nigeria. It investigates the impact of these 

interpretations on issues such as economic disparity, materialism, ostentatious living, quest for wealth and corruption. This analysis 

provides a nuanced understanding of how religious discourse shapes socio-economic practices and moral values in Nigerian society, 

highlighting the complex interaction between faith and economic realities. 
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current economic realities in the country 

today, can a Nigerian citizen really say "NO" 

I can do this because of money for Christ 

sake, it is until we prioritize God over earthly 

possession hence we shall be able to have a 

just and egalitarian society. Also, World bank 

opined that" Nigeria faces a widespread 

poverty and unemployment"(world Bank, 

2023). It is therefore obvious that as a 

backdrop in employment and some other 

contemporary socioeconomic problems has 

led many Nigerians to go into high 

illegitimate quest for wealth and money of 

which this backdrop has affected the church 

and the Nigerian society. 

The passage from 1st Timothy 6:10 has been 

a subject of theological reflection and moral 

teaching on Christian contexts. Traditionally, 

it has been interpreted as a warning against 

excessive greed and the moral pitfalls 

associated with prioritizing money over 

spiritual values (Horsley, 2019). It is on this 

premise that it's imperative to state that the 

text under discuss doesn't outrightly 

condemn money but condemns the act of 

desiring money so strongly thereby leading 

one to commit sins and atrocities in order to 

accumulate money and this has been evident 

in the current Nigeria society whereby people 

engage in money rituals, cyber crimes, 419, 

taking money that supposed to be use for the 

good of the general public to one's personal 

use, arm robbery, prostitution, kidnapping 

etc. 

To elucidate this passage properly 1 Timothy 

6:10, this study shall employ critical 

discourse analysis (CDA) method, a method 

which examine how language reflects and 

shapes power relations and social practices 

(Gee,2014). CDA is particularly useful in 

exploring how religious texts are interpreted 

within the specific socio-economic contexts 

and how these interpretations influence and 

are influenced by a broader socio-economic 

dynamics (Wodak& Meye, 2016). 

Looking at contextualisation in the context of 

this study, we shall be looking at the scenario 

that surrounded the text under discuss and 

then apply it to the socio-economic context of 

Nigeria and see how we can use the text to 

solve some money related issues in Nigeria. 

According to Olupona"Religion plays a 

significant role in shaping attitudes towards 

money in Nigeria, Christianity which has a 

significant following in the country, often 

intersects with local cultural beliefs and 

practices (Olupona, 2020). The interpretation 

of 1 Timothy 6:10 is therefore not only a 

theological issue but also a cultural one, 

influenced by how religious teachings 
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interact with local values and economic 

practices. 

Understanding 1Timothy 6:10 in Nigeria 

provides valuable insights and a fresh 

perspective on how this biblical teachings 

are applied in contemporary context, 

revealing the dynamic interplay between 

faith, economic and social values. 

Contemporary Socio-Economic Analysis 

on the Love of Money 

The love of money as discussed in 1st 

Timothy 6:10 is a concept that has found 

relevance in the contemporary socio-

economic contexts, particularly in Nigeria, 

where economic pressures and social 

dynamics shapes attitudes towards wealth.  

Nigeria has experienced significant 

economic volatility characterized by 

fluctuations in oil prices, inflation and 

unemployment (Central Bank of Nigeria, 

2023). These economic challenges often 

compel individuals to prioritize financial gain 

as a means of securing stability and 

improving the quality of life which can 

amplify the "Love of money" as described in 

1st Timothy 6 :10. 

Based on world Bank report (2022)" Income 

inequality is a major concern with a 

substantial portion of the population living 

below the poverty line despite the nation's 

wealth." This inequality can drive a stronger 

emphasize on accumulating wealth, often at 

the expense of ethical considerations. 

In Nigeria society, cultural attitudes towards 

wealth are deeply rooted in traditional values 

and practices. The concept of "wealth 

accumulation" is often linked to success and 

respect, which reinforces the centrality of 

money in social interactions (Ibrahim, 2021). 

We can also see that in our Nigeria society 

today the quest for money has also led to poor 

governance and lack of transparency, hence 

transparency international (2023) opined 

that" economic challenges often intersect 

with political corruption, where the quest for 

financial gain can undermine governance and 

public trust." based on this environment it has 

create a cycle where the pursuit of money can 

lead to actions that are contrary to ethical 

principles and societal well-being. 

Hence, the emphasis here is on wealth 

accumulation needs to be tempered with 

values that promote social justice and 

integrity, reflecting the broader implications 

of 1st Timothy 6:10 in Contemporary Nigeria 

society. Also, Nigerian Christian 

communities, wealth is sometimes seen as a 

sign of God's blessing, leading to a nuanced 

interpretation, hence Sowande (2019) posited 
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that" prosperity gospel preachers may 

emphasize the positive aspects of financial 

success while downplaying the cautionary 

aspects of 1st Timothy 6:10." 

Historical Exegesis: Examination of 

Historical Interpretation of 1st Timothy 

6:10 and Their Theological Implications 

The book of 1st Timothy 6:10 is one of the 

Pastoral Epistles in the New Testament, 

traditionally attributed to Paul. It is addressed 

to Timothy, a young Church leader and Paul's 

protege. The letter is generally dated to 

around 62-64AD. It was thought to have been 

written during Paul's later ministry, possibly 

after his imprisonment in Rome. In the 

textual exegesis this text is rendered thus in 

English and Greek.The Greek text reads: 

"Ῥίζα γὰρ πάντων τῶν κακῶν ἡ φιλαργυρία 

ἐστίν." The term "φιλαργυρία" (philargyria) 

translates to "love of money" or "avarice." 

This passage is often cited in discussions 

about wealth and morality, emphasizing that 

it is not money itself, but the love or craving 

for it, that can lead to various forms of evil. 

Here are some of the commentaries of the 

early church fathers, medieval and modern 

New testament scholars. 

 

 

Clement of Alexandria (c. 150–215 CE) 

Clement, in his Stromata (Miscellanies), 

explores the ethical dimensions of wealth. He 

argues that while wealth in itself is not 

inherently evil, an excessive love for it can 

lead to moral corruption and distract 

individuals from spiritual growth. Clement 

advocates for a view where material 

possessions are seen as tools for fulfilling 

divine purposes rather than ends in 

themselves (Clement, Stromata, Book 6). 

Augustine of Hippo (354–430 CE) 

In City of God, Augustine discusses the 

moral implications of wealth and the "love of 

money." He asserts that the true issue lies not 

in money itself but in the disordered affection 

for it, which disrupts one’s relationship with 

God and true happiness. Augustine 

emphasizes that love for God should 

supersede all material concerns, and that the 

love of money leads to various moral evils 

(Augustine, City of God, Book 14). 

3. Medieval Interpretations 

Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274 CE) 

Aquinas, in Summa Theological, elaborates 

on avarice as a vice opposed to the virtue of 

charity. He distinguishes between the proper 

use of money and the sinful attachment to it. 

For Aquinas, avarice involves a disordered 
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love for wealth, which undermines both 

personal virtue and social justice. He argues 

that such love distracts individuals from 

loving God and serving others (Aquinas, 

Summa Theological, II-II, Q. 118). 

John Wycliffe (c. 1330–1384 CE) 

Wycliffe’s interpretation, particularly in his 

translation of the New Testament, critiqued 

the materialism prevalent in the medieval 

church. He saw the "love of money" as 

indicative of the church's moral decline and 

called for a return to apostolic simplicity. 

Wycliffe’s emphasis was on how excessive 

attachment to wealth corrupted spiritual 

integrity (Wycliffe, Wycliffe's New 

Testament). 

4. Reformation Perspectives 

Martin Luther (1483–1546 CE) 

Luther’s writings, notably in The Freedom of 

a Christian, reflect a concern with the misuse 

of wealth. While acknowledging that money 

itself is not evil, Luther warned that the love 

of money can lead to spiritual and moral 

decay. He advocated for using wealth to serve 

others and advance God’s kingdom, rather 

than becoming ensnared by material pursuits 

(Luther, The Freedom of a Christian). 

 

John Calvin (1509–1564 CE) 

In Institutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin 

discusses the ethical use of wealth. He argues 

that the love of money disrupts spiritual well-

being and leads to moral failures. Calvin 

emphasizes that wealth should be managed 

responsibly and used for the benefit of others, 

avoiding the pitfalls of greed and avarice 

(Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 

Book 3, Chapter 7). 

5. Modern Interpretations 

N.T. Wright (b. 1948 CE) 

N.T. Wright interprets 1 Timothy 6:10 within 

the broader context of Paul’s ethical 

teachings. Wright argues that Paul’s warning 

against the love of money reflects a concern 

with how material wealth can lead to moral 

and spiritual compromise. The verse serves 

as a caution against the seductive power of 

wealth and its potential to lead believers 

away from their faith (Wright, Paul and the 

Faithfulness of God). 

David M. Scholer (b. 1935 CE) 

Scholer’s analysis highlights the importance 

of examining one’s motivations behind 

wealth accumulation. He argues that 1 

Timothy 6:10 is not a condemnation of 

wealth itself but a critique of the motivations 

and attachments that can lead to various 
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forms of evil, including social injustice and 

personal moral failure (Scholer, 1 Timothy). 

Analysis of the Theological, Moral and 

Ethical Perspectives on the Love of 

Money 

 1 Timothy 6:10, which states, "For the love 

of money is the root of all kinds of evil," is a 

foundational text for understanding the 

theological perspective on wealth and 

materialism. This verse is not a 

condemnation of money itself but rather the 

excessive desire and pursuit of it. The love of 

money is seen as a root cause of various 

ethical and moral failings, leading 

individuals away from spiritual fulfillment 

and towards actions that harm themselves 

and others. 

Ethical Considerations 

From an ethical standpoint, the love of 

money raises several critical issues: 

Integrity and Honesty: Theological 

teachings emphasize the importance of 

integrity and honesty in all dealings. The 

pursuit of wealth should not compromise 

one's ethical standards. Engaging in 

dishonest practices, such as fraud or 

corruption, is viewed as morally wrong and 

contrary to the principles of justice and 

fairness. 

Justice and Equity: The love of money often 

leads to inequality and injustice. Theological 

perspectives advocate for a fair distribution 

of resources and the upliftment of the 

marginalized. Wealth should be used to 

promote social justice, ensuring that the 

needs of the poor and vulnerable are 

addressed. 

Contentment and Generosity: Ethical 

teachings encourage contentment with what 

one has and the practice of generosity. The 

relentless pursuit of more wealth can lead to 

greed and selfishness, whereas contentment 

fosters a sense of peace and satisfaction. 

Generosity, on the other hand, reflects a 

commitment to the common good and the 

well-being of others. 

Moral Considerations 

The moral implications of the love of money 

are significant and multifaceted: 

Idolatry and Materialism: Theologically, the 

love of money is often equated with idolatry. 

When money becomes the ultimate goal, it 

can take the place of God in a person's life. 

This idolatry leads to materialism, where 

spiritual and moral values are overshadowed 

by the pursuit of wealth. 

Moral Corruption: The love of money can 

lead to moral corruption, where individuals 
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justify unethical behavior to achieve financial 

gain. This moral decay affects not only the 

individual but also society at large, eroding 

trust and fostering a culture of dishonesty and 

exploitation. 

Impact on Relationships: The pursuit of 

wealth can strain personal relationships, as 

individuals prioritize financial success over 

family, friends, and community. Theological 

teachings highlight the importance of 

maintaining healthy and loving relationships, 

which are often compromised by an 

excessive focus on money. 

Theological Reflections 

Theological reflections on the love of money 

encourage a balanced approach to wealth 1 

Timothy 6:10 provides a crucial moral 

warning about the perils of materialism. It 

emphasizes that excessive attachment to 

wealth can lead to moral and spiritual 

failures. This teaching aligns with a broader 

Christian ethical framework that prioritizes 

spiritual values over material gains. Also, 

Theologically, the verse stresses the need for 

spiritual discipline and prioritizing spiritual 

over material values. It calls believers to 

maintain a proper relationship with wealth, 

ensuring that material concerns do not 

overshadow their spiritual commitments. 

Hence the following points has to be taken 

into thought while reflecting on the 

theological implications of 1st Timothy 6:10 

Stewardship: Money and resources are 

viewed as gifts from God, entrusted to 

individuals to manage responsibly. The 

concept of stewardship emphasizes the 

ethical use of wealth for the benefit of 

oneself, others, and the community. It calls 

for wise management, generosity, and the 

avoidance of wastefulness. 

Spiritual Wealth: True wealth, from a 

theological perspective, is found in spiritual 

fulfillment and a life lived in accordance with 

divine principles. This spiritual wealth 

encompasses virtues such as love, 

compassion, humility, and faith, which are 

considered more valuable than material 

possessions. 

Service to Others: The love of money is 

countered by a call to serve others. 

Theological teachings encourage individuals 

to use their resources to help those in need, 

promote social justice, and contribute to the 

common good. This service-oriented 

approach aligns financial pursuits with 

ethical and moral values. 

Relevance of the Study 

The socioeconomic contextualization of 1 

Timothy 6:10, which critiques the love of 
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money, offers profound insights into the 

dynamics of Nigerian society. By examining 

the verse through a critical discourse 

analysis, this research highlights the 

multifaceted impact of materialism on 

Nigeria's economy, social structure, and 

individual well-being. The findings are 

relevant for policymakers, community 

leaders, educators, and religious 

organizations seeking to address the 

underlying issues of corruption, inequality, 

and societal fragmentation. 

Economic Relevance 

1 Timothy 6:10 provides a lens to understand 

the pervasive issue of corruption in Nigeria. 

The verse's warning against the love of 

money reflects the economic reality where 

unethical behavior and financial malfeasance 

are rampant. High-profile cases like that of 

Diezani Alison-Madueke demonstrate the 

destructive impact of corruption on Nigeria’s 

economy, leading to significant losses of 

public funds and undermining investor 

confidence (BBC News, 2015). Addressing 

the root cause, as the verse suggests, can 

guide policies aimed at promoting 

transparency and integrity in economic 

transactions (Transparency International, 

2020). 

 

Social Relevance 

The research findings underscore the social 

fragmentation caused by materialism and the 

relentless pursuit of wealth. In Nigerian 

society, where traditional communal values 

are being eroded by individualistic pursuits, 

1 Timothy 6:10 serves as a moral critique. It 

highlights the need for social cohesion and 

ethical behavior. Initiatives like the Integrity 

Group in Lagos, which promote ethical 

business practices and community 

engagement, show the potential for reversing 

the negative social impacts of materialism 

(Akeju, 2016). 

Psychological Relevance 

Materialism, driven by the love of money, 

has significant psychological implications, 

including stress, anxiety, and a diminished 

sense of well-being. The verse from 1 

Timothy provides a basis for understanding 

these issues, encouraging a shift towards 

values that prioritize mental health and 

personal fulfillment over financial gain. 

Research indicates that materialistic values 

are associated with lower levels of well-

being, suggesting that addressing these 

attitudes can improve mental health 

outcomes (Kasser, 2003). 

Practical Application of 1st Timothy 6:10 
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The practical applications of these findings 

are manifold: 

Policy Development: Policymakers can use 

the insights from this research to create and 

enforce anti-corruption laws that align with 

the ethical guidance of 1 Timothy 6:10. By 

focusing on the root causes of corruption, 

policies can be more effective in promoting 

long-term economic stability (World Bank, 

2019). 

Educational Initiatives: Incorporating the 

ethical teachings of 1 Timothy 6:10 into 

educational curricula can help instill values 

of integrity and financial responsibility from 

a young age. This can lead to the 

development of future leaders who prioritize 

ethical behavior over personal gain. 

Community Programs: Grassroots initiatives 

that foster community cohesion and ethical 

behavior can be modeled after successful 

projects like the Integrity Group. These 

programs can counteract the negative impacts 

of materialism by promoting a sense of 

collective well-being and ethical economic 

practices. 

Religious and Cultural Engagement: 

Religious and cultural organizations can play 

a crucial role in promoting the values 

highlighted in 1 Timothy 6:10. By 

emphasizing contentment and ethical living, 

these organizations can help shift societal 

norms away from materialism and towards 

more holistic well-being. 

Conclusion 

The socioeconomic contextualization of 1 

Timothy 6:10 within the Nigerian context 

reveals profound insights into the pervasive 

influence of materialism and the love of 

money. This biblical critique underscores 

how the excessive pursuit of wealth can lead 

to widespread corruption, social 

fragmentation, and psychological distress. 

By examining these issues through a critical 

discourse analysis, the research highlights the 

multifaceted impact of the love of money on 

Nigeria’s economy, social structures, and 

individual well-being. 

The practical implications and applications of 

this analysis demonstrate the necessity of 

addressing the root causes of materialism and 

unethical behavior. Policy interventions, 

educational programs, community initiatives, 

and the engagement of religious and cultural 

organizations can collectively foster an 

environment that values integrity, social 

justice, and mental well-being. 

The theological perspectives on the love of 

money further provide ethical and moral 

guidance, emphasizing the importance of 

integrity, contentment, and generosity. These 
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teachings encourage a balanced approach to 

wealth, where financial pursuits are aligned 

with spiritual and ethical values. 

In conclusion, the findings of this research 

are highly relevant for various stakeholders 

in Nigeria. Policymakers, educators, 

community leaders, and religious 

organizations can draw upon these insights to 

develop strategies that promote ethical 

behavior, social cohesion, and overall well-

being. By addressing the challenges posed by 

the love of money, Nigeria can work towards 

a more just, equitable, and morally grounded 

society, reflecting the principles espoused in 

1 Timothy 6:10. 
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